
 

 

 
FALCON FOCUS 

News & Announcements 
January 11, 2019 

 
 

Notes from Mr. Biscan 
 
Dear Falcon Families, 
 
I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season. It’s great to have the students and staff back in the building 
and providing the needed energy our school needs in order to continue thriving. Although the time away is 
always enjoyed, the structure of our school day and year provides an outstanding platform for our academic 
and social/emotional development. 
 
Now that the festivities have subsided, we are back to preparing our students for their first semester final exams. 
As we know, there are the usual stigmas and rituals that surround the topic of study strategies and final exams. 
For example, staying up all night to cram for a final exam. Here is a short video that can help your child 
maximize their preparation time and, hopefully, earn a grade that reflects their overall learning of the course 
material. Best of luck to all of our students. 
 
There is important information about our 2nd Semester Curriculum Night in this edition of the Falcon Focus. 
Wheaton North is proud to have Matthew Quinn, MA, LCPC, CADC, Community Relations Coordinator at 
Rosecrance Addiction & Mental Health Services with us for a special presentation that will focus on current 
trends in teen drug, alcohol and vape use. Mr. Quinn is an expert in the area of teen substance abuse and we are 
sincerely grateful for his time. 
 
As always, if you need more information about Wheaton North, please visit our website. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
We are Falcons. We are Proud. We are North. 
 

Notes from Mr. Venckus, Assistant Principal of Student Services 
 
Final Exams 
Our 1 st Semester final exams are scheduled for Monday, January 14 through Thursday, January 17. Friday, 
January 18 is a non attendance day, and there is no school Monday, January 21 in observance of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day. The schedule is on our website (wnhs.org). We tell students the following: 
  

1)  Students only have to be in attendance when they have final exams. Parents do not have to call to 
excuse them during the times they don’t. If students are here during periods in which they don’t have 
exams, they should report to the cafeteria for quiet study. 

2)  Access and study halls do not meet during final exam/review periods. Parents do not have to call to 
excuse students. If they are here during that time, they are to report to the cafeteria for quiet study. 

3)  For students with 6 th Period Access or Study Hall: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p60rN9JEapg
http://www.wnhs.org/


     On Monday, January 14, they have 3 options for 6 th Period: 

a) Leave when 5 th Period ends (11:40). If they do, they may not return for buses. Parents do not 
have to call to excuse them. 

b) Eat lunch, which will be offered only during 6A (11:45-12:06) in the cafeteria and commons, 
and then leave by 12:06 and not return for buses. Parents do not have to call to excuse them.  

c) If they want to ride the bus home, they can eat lunch (11:45-12:06) and then go to the 
cafeteria for quiet study until 2:15. 

 4)  For TCD (Technology Center of DuPage) students: 

a) Attend TCD on Monday, January 14 and Tuesday, January 15 and not (only WN) on 
Wednesday, January 16 and Thursday, January 17. 

 
Taking Final Exams Early 
Students are expected to take their final exams on their scheduled days. Students who have a conflict must 
present a pre-approved absence form to the Assistant Principal of Student Services a minimum of two weeks 
before their exams. If it is approved, it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements with his or her 
teachers to take the exams before their scheduled dates. 
 
 1st Semester Exam Schedule 

 
Late Starts 
There will be no late start on Wednesday, January 16. Our Wednesday late starts (1st Period beginning at 8:03) 
will resume again on January 23. The only Wednesdays that will not be late starts during 2nd Semester will be 
the last 5 Wednesdays of the school year: May 8, 15, 22, 29 and June 5. 
 
Tardies 
Please remind your students that their tardies to school and classes reset to zero for 2nd Semester, which begins 
Tuesday, January 22. We continue to have a large number of students tardy to school on late start days, so please 
remind your students to leave earlier to account for more traffic in the area due to more students driving and 
getting rides. 
  
Winterfest Dance Guidelines 
Winterfest, our winter event which includes a dance and various other activities, will be held next Thursday, 
January 17, from 6:00-9:00 p.m.  in Neibch Gym. Students are informed of our dance guidelines through video 
announcements in Access. The policy is also printed on the back of each ticket and appears in the student 
handbook. It states the following: 

Students need to demonstrate appropriate behavior and show respect for themselves, staff, and peers at 
all times. This includes showing respect for others relative to space and refraining from provocative and 
inappropriate dancing. Students who do not abide by these standards may be asked to leave the dance 
without warning and will receive consequences according to the current school regulations. 

Our goal is to provide an environment that is appropriate, comfortable, and enjoyable for all students at 
Wheaton North. We appreciate your help in addressing this issue with your student(s). 
  
  

Notes from Mrs. Ellett,  Assistant Principal of Curriculum and Instruction 
 
5 Essentials Survey 
 
Help us reach 20% for Parent Participation!  Currently, Wheaton North's parent response rate is 3% for survey 
completion.  
 
Results from the survey will be used by both our school and the District 200 Board of Education to help guide 
our efforts. 
 
The state will only provide a parent report for our school if at least 20% of our parents participate.  We value 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5Cw4Mn7jwZVWEtLMGo2RnZVZW1JSWtxc1ZadjJzd0FRUmh3/view?usp=sharing


your voice, so please take a few minutes to let us know how we are doing.  
 
Your time and feedback are greatly appreciated!  
 
To take the short survey : 

1. Visit https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/ 
2. Choose the Parent Survey. 
3. Enter “Dupage” for our county. 
4. Begin typing Wheaton North until you see the correct address. 

 
 
Second-semester student schedules will be viewable on StudentVue this Friday, January 11, at 2:30. p.m. 
  
Please review  schedule-change policy  for 2nd semester and the upcoming course-selection process. 
 
 

Notes from Dr. Pavlini,  Assistant Principal of Support and Enrichment 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  2 nd Semester Curriculum Night - Wednesday., January 30 
As we did last year, we will be hosting a combination event:  a guest speaker followed by a 2nd semester teacher 
and staff meet and greet.  To continue to provide parents flexibility in meeting all of their student’s teachers or 
only those who may be new to their student this semester, we will not run a class-by-class bell schedule. 
 

Time Event Location 

6:45-7:30 p.m. Guest Speaker Presentation w/Q&A Taylor Auditorium 

7:30-7:45 p.m. Transition to Meet & Greet  

7:45-9:00 p.m. Meet & Greet with  2nd Semester 
Teachers and Staff 

Cafeteria, Commons & Gym 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew Quinn, MA, LCPC, CADC 
Community Relations Coordinator at Rosecrance Addiction & Mental Health Services 
Matthew Quinn provides community relations in the western suburbs of Chicago in DuPage, Kane, and 
Kendall counties. He is a member of the Community Alliance for Prevention in Naperville, the Juvenile 
Justice Council in Kane County, and a consultant for the Connect For Life program through the 
Naperville Police Department. Quinn joined Rosecrance as an outreach counselor in 2015. He led the 
Parent Café parent support group, conducted regular prevention and early intervention (PEI) classes, 
and conducted substance use assessments in the Naperville office prior to moving into a community 
relations role. He completed his bachelor’s degree in psychology at the University of Notre Dame and 
his master’s degree in clinical psychology at the Illinois School of Professional Psychology. Quinn is a 
Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor and Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor in Illinois. He was the 
program coordinator for the adolescent intensive outpatient program (IOP) at Linden Oaks at Elmhurst 
for 8 years prior to coming to Rosecrance. Previously, Quinn had been a therapeutic mentor for 
troubled teens and a member advocate for an employee assistance program (EAP). He has been 
counseling adolescents and adults in individual, couples, and family counseling for the past 15 years. 
 
The presentation at Wheaton North will focus on current trends in teen drug, alcohol and vape use.  
 
 

 

 ATTENTION: Junior Parents 
 
It's not too late - If you're still interested in signing up for an extra SAT course to prepare for the April 2019 SAT, 
registration for the ExcelEdge class remains open until January 18.  Click here for additional details and 

 

https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5Cw4Mn7jwZVems1NjhSYVUyRHNmR28yb1FoZkFzdzYtUFl3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B20N-TMA7pKhdFdCQWtmejNRY3BwRUNEdUFRVnBEWnlGMVBF


registration information . 
 

 

 Incoming Freshman Student and Parent Night 
 
On Wednesday, January 23, we will host our annual Incoming Freshman Student and Parent Night from 
7:00-8:30 at Wheaton North High School. We hope that you and your student(s) are able to attend this 
opportunity to learn more about our many academic, athletic, and extracurricular offerings.  
 
 Please plan to arrive early for parking availability. Here is the agenda for the evening 
 
  Incoming Freshman Student and Parent Night Agenda 
 
 

 From the Athletic Department 
 
Indoor Track Begins Soon: Please register online through ParentVue for Athletics and submit your current 
physical to the Athletics office. Also, please print and sign the yellow IHSA consent form to be eligible. See Coach 
Helberg (boys) or Coach Lemp (girls) with questions. It's not too early to register for Spring Athletics as well. Sign 
up now! 
 
  

English Department  - News You Can Use 
 
Friday, March 1, the Wheaton North English Department will host its 13th Annual "Celebrating Language Arts" 
Institute Day program. Last year alone, over five hundred high school and middle school instructors participated 
in this day of learning, attending a variety of workshops in which teachers share their best practices with their 
peers. The day is designed to inspire and educate, and we are thrilled to announce that this year’s keynote 
address will be delivered by Pulitzer Prize winner and former U.S. Poet Laureate, Rita Dove.  
 
 

Health Office - Physical Exam and Immunization Requirements 
 
Attention FRESHMEN :   All incoming 9th graders are required to have a physical exam completed on an Illinois 
Department of Human Services School Physical form within the year before starting 9th grade.  The physical 
exam is expected to be received in the Health Office by the first day of school, August 21, 2019. If the required 
physical exam is not received by September 3, 2019, the student will be not be allowed to attend school.  
  
Attention SENIORS:  All students entering 12th grade must submit evidence of having received the 
Meningococcal Conjugate Vaccine on or after their 16th birthday.  The report of immunization is expected to be 
received in the Health Office by the first day of school, August 21, 2019.  If the required proof of immunization is 
not received by September 3, 2019, the student will not be allowed to attend school. 
 
 

Illinois Seal of Biliteracy Test 
 
Class of 2019  - Are you able to understand, speak, read and write in another language other than English? If so, 
we have a fantastic opportunity for you to showcase those skills. We will be administering a language 
proficiency test on March 6th. The Seal of Biliteracy test is offered in Arabic, Chinese-Mandarin, French, German, 
Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, and Thai. Every public university in the State of 
Illinois offers between 4 and 8 college credits for a passing score on the test. If this is of interest to you, please see 
Mr. Laird in room 407 or email him at eric.laird@cusd200.org to get an application and more information. 
 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B20N-TMA7pKhNmQzeGFlZ21LR29nd0djMHFNZ1NGbzFaUWJJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5Cw4Mn7jwZVbWZVblNSOEpJcDlkSkU3dU9lLWFCVFBWdC1r/view?usp=sharing


Link Crew - What Are We Up To? 
 
This week’s Link Crew focus is…GET READY TO ROCK FINAL EXAMS! 

To accomplish this goal, all freshmen created a final exam study plan.  Students also received expert tips from 
upperclassmen to help freshmen prepare to…GET READY TO ROCK FINAL EXAMS! 

 

Winterfest Is Almost Here! 
 
Get your tickets for this year’s WinterFest…TODAY!  Tickets are available for purchase during finals week in the 
Activities Office for $30!  Tickets are also available for purchase at the door for $35!  This year’s WinterFest 
promises to be the best yet!  Join us from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 17 for a celebration that 
includes dancing, games, and fun that you HAVE to be there to see!  

 

Flight Preview Show  
 
Join us in Taylor Auditorium to get the first look at Flight's 2019 competition show, A Way Back to Then. This is 
one of only two home shows for our show choir! Follow them on Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter to follow 
along this season! @wnflight  
 
Flight's Home Shows: 
Tuesday, January 15  |  Preview Show | Taylor Auditorium  |  7:00 p.m. |  Free 
Thursday March 14  |   Flight Fest |  Taylor Auditorium  |  7:00 p.m.|  Free 
 
Flight's  Competition Schedule: 
January 19: Mt. Zion, IL 
February 2: Danville, IL 
February 9: Troy, MO 
March 2: John Hersey High School 
March 9: Wheaton Warrenville South  
 
 

Philadelphia Trip 
 
The Social Studies Department is offering a trip to Philadelphia this summer (June 14-17). This experience is 
offered to any current sophomores or juniors at Wheaton North. The trip will be chaperoned by Mr. Pribaz and 
run through Grand Classroom. Please see the attached flyer for more details and information. Contact Mr. Pribaz 
for more information at Michael.Pribaz@cusd200.org  
 
Philly Trip 
 

From Falcon WiNGS  
 

 
 
Candlelight Bowl 
Save the date for the First Annual Candlelight Bowl: Saturday, January 26, 7:00 - 11:00 p.m.. Doors open at 7:00 
for cocktails, Silent Auction, and Super Bowl Squares. Enjoy dinner and dessert at 8:00 and bowling starting at 

 

mailto:Michael.Pribaz@cusd200.org
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B7GQAOPJPlQWT1lTemsxV2Q3UzBxak5Hakc1eHpaeThfVTZj


9:00. This event is a fun adult function to socialize with fellow parents and raise some funds for the Falcon 
WiNGS. 
 
Cost per person is $30.00 (includes dinner, bowling and shoe rental). Ticket sales are open: get yours today! We 
will also use this site for our silent auction as the date gets closer. 
 
If you have items to donate to the silent auction  such as tickets, merchandise, gift cards, or services, please 
contact Jennifer Long at vicepres@wnhsboosters.org. 
 

 
 

 
Falcon WiNGS scholarships available! 
Seniors, Winter Break is a great time to work on your Falcon WiNGS college scholarship  application! Up to 10 
senior students will receive a $500 scholarship from the Wheaton North Falcon WiNGS! Scholarships will go to 
students who have been active in Wheaton North activities and plan to attend a 1-4 year accredited educational 
program after graduation. 
 
Parents of scholarship applicants must be members of the Falcon WiNGS. Scholarship awards are made on the 
basis of: 

● participation in Wheaton North activities such as athletics, performing arts, student clubs, and other 
school-related activities, 

● leadership, 
● a personal statement, and 
● academic record. 

 
Applications may be submitted through April 1, 2019. Forms, instructions, and further information are available 
in the Guidance Office, or may be downloaded from the Falcon WiNGS website . 
 
Please join! 
Get your Winter Sports Pass ! Here are your Falcon WiNGS  membership options & information . 
 
Need a yard sign? 
Want a Wheaton North yard sign for your student? Please order online . 
 

Dates to Save 
 
Monday,  January 14 - Thursday,  January 17 -  Final Exams 
 
Tuesday, January 15 - Flight Preview - 7:00 p.m. - Taylor Auditorium 
 
Thursday, January 17  - Winterfest - 6:00 p.m - 9:00 p.m. - Neibch Gym 
 
Friday,  January 18 - Institute Day - NO SCHOOL 
 
Monday,  January 21 - Martin Luther King Day - NO SCHOOL 
 
Tuesday,  January 22 - Spring  Driver Ed Parent Night - 7:00 p.m. - Taylor Auditorium 
 

 

https://wheatonnorth.schoolauction.net/candlelightbowl
mailto:vicepres@wnhsboosters.org
http://www.wnhsboosters.org/
http://wnhsboosters.org/membership.html
http://wnhsboosters.org/yard-signs.html


Wednesday,  January 23 -  Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03 
 
Wednesday,  January 23 - Incoming Freshman Night - 7:00 p.m. - Taylor Auditorium 
 
 
 
 
 

 


